The riffle beetle genus Zaitzevia Champion 1923 ranges from 1.9-2.4 mm in length and can be distinguished from other adult Neartic Elmidae by the eight segmented antennae. The coloration of the pronotum and elytra is highly variable and ranges from testaceous to rufus ( Figure 1a ). Prior to 2001, two distinct species were reported from western North America: Zaitzevia parvula (Horn, 1870) and Zaitzevia thermae Hatch, 1938 (Brown 1972 . In 2001, Brown published a synopsis of the Neartic genus in which he reduced Z. thermae to a subspecies of Z. parvula based on the lack of genitalic differences and ecomorphic variations found among other elmid species, and he described Zaitzevia posthonia Brown, 2001 . Several thousand specimens from western North America, including Montana, were examined to establish the known geographic range for the new species. From this it was determined that specimens from Montana were representatives of Z. parvula. 
